
Pie Charts​

0. About IELTS Writing Task 1 Pie Charts​

On this page, you’ll learn how to write IELTS Writing Task 1 pie chart essays using clear 

structures, high-band vocabulary, and a Band 9 sample answer based on global coffee 

statistics. We will look at how to describe production, consumption and profit across regions 

and how to meet the four official IELTS Writing criteria.​

Subsection A | What does this task test?​

In IELTS Academic Writing Task 1, you may be given one or more pie charts instead of a line 

graph, bar chart or table. The question usually asks you to “summarise the information by 

selecting and reporting the main features, and make comparisons where relevant.”​

A pie-chart question tests whether you can:​

• describe proportions and percentages accurately​

• compare majority vs minority shares​

• compare different charts (e.g. production vs consumption vs profit)​

• summarise the overall distribution pattern in clear academic English​

In this example, the three pie charts show coffee production by region, coffee consumption, 

and how profit is shared among different groups in the global coffee industry.​

Subsection B | Timing & basic exam rules​

• Paper: IELTS Academic Writing​

• Task: Writing Task 1 (pie charts are one possible visual)​

• Recommended time: about 20 minutes out of 60

• Minimum length: at least 150 words​

A typical IELTS pie chart prompt contains:​

1. A short description of what the chart(s) show​

2. One or more pie charts, usually with percentages​

3. The standard instruction:​

1. “Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make 

comparisons where relevant.”​



Subsection C | Assessment criteria for Task 1​

Examiners score IELTS Writing Task 1 pie chart answers using four criteria (each worth 25%):​

1. Task Achievement​

◦ Did you describe the main patterns instead of every small number?​

◦ Did you include a clear overview of each chart and of how they relate?​

◦ Did you reach 150+ words and stay focused on the data?​

2. Coherence and Cohesion​

◦ Is your answer organised into logical paragraphs (Intro + Overview + Body about 

production vs consumption + Body about profit)?​

◦ Do you group similar data (e.g. largest segments together)?​

◦ Do you use linking expressions such as in contrast, whereas, by comparison, 

meanwhile?​

3. Lexical Resource (Vocabulary)​

◦ Do you use a good range of proportion language (e.g. just under a half, roughly a 

quarter, a small minority)?​

◦ Do you avoid repetition by using synonyms (e.g. accounts for, represents, makes up)?​

◦ Is your spelling and word choice generally accurate?​

4. Grammatical Range and Accuracy​

◦ Do you use both simple and complex sentences correctly?​

◦ Are comparative structures correct: larger than, slightly smaller, the highest share?​

◦ Are articles, plurals and percentages written accurately (e.g. 44%, 25 per cent)?​

1. Useful Vocabulary & Sentence Patterns for Pie Charts​

To score Band 7–9 in an IELTS Writing Task 1 pie chart essay, you must describe shares and 

comparisons precisely. Here is a practical toolkit you can reuse.​

1.1 Verbs for Proportions & Comparisons​

Reporting proportions​

• account for, represent, make up, comprise, constitute​

• take up, occupy​

Examples (coffee question):​



• South Africa accounts for almost half of global coffee production.​

• Europe represents the largest share of coffee consumption.​

Comparing sizes​

• be higher / lower than, exceed, be greater / smaller than​

• be roughly equal to, be similar to​

Examples:​

• Europe’s share of consumption is higher than that of the USA.​

• Retailers and growers together make up a smaller proportion of profit than shippers and 

roasters alone.​

1.2 Proportion & Amount Expressions​

Common percentage phrases​

• just over / just under 50%​

• almost / nearly a half​

• around one third / roughly a quarter​

• a small minority, a tiny fraction​

Examples:​

• Shippers and roasters gain just over half of the total profit.​

• Japan accounts for only a small fraction of global coffee consumption.​

Describing majority vs minority​

• the vast majority, the largest share, the dominant share​

• a minority, a marginal share​

Example:​

• The dominant share of profit goes to shippers and roasters, while producers receive only a 

marginal amount.​

1.3 Comparison & Grouping Structures​

Basic comparison sentences​

• X has a larger share than Y.​

• X and Y together account for more than half of…​



• In contrast, Z represents the smallest proportion.​

Example:​

• Europe and the USA together account for well over half of coffee consumption, whereas 

Japan’s share is minimal.​

Overview / grouping language​

• Overall, … / In general, …​

• Taken together, …​

• By contrast, … / In comparison, …​

Example:​

• Overall, production is centred in one main region, while profits are concentrated further 

along the supply chain.​

1.4 Core Sentence Patterns for Pie Charts​

Introducing the charts​

• The three pie charts compare global coffee production, consumption and profit distribution 

by region and stakeholder group.​

Overview pattern​

• Overall, coffee is mainly produced in one part of the world but consumed elsewhere, and 

most of the profit goes to intermediaries rather than to producers.​

Describing the largest and smallest segments​

• South Africa has by far the largest share of production, at just under half of the total, while 

Japan contributes only about 1%.​

• The smallest portion of profit goes to producers, at only around 5%.​

Comparing different charts​

• Although South Africa dominates production, most of the profit is captured by companies 

involved in shipping, roasting and retailing, many of which are based in importing regions.​

You can plug these sentence frames into any IELTS Task 1 pie chart question by swapping in the 

names and percentages.​

2. Band 9 Pie Chart Sample Answer (with Planning Notes)​

High-scoring IELTS Writing Task 1 pie chart answers usually follow this pattern: Introduction 

→ Overview → two body paragraphs grouping related charts.​



2.1 Sample Question​

The pie graphs below show coffee production, consumption and profit distributed 

worldwide.​

 Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make 

comparisons where relevant.​

The first chart shows coffee production by region, the second gives information about coffee 

consumption, and the third indicates how profit from coffee sales is shared among different 

groups.​

2.2 Planning Notes​

Step 1 | Identify main features​

• Production​

◦ South Africa: by far the largest producer, with 47% of global output.​

◦ Europe, South East Asia and Oceania: smaller but still significant shares (19%, 13% and 

16%).​

◦ Japan: only 1%.​

• Consumption​

◦ Europe: biggest consumer, with 44% of the total.​

◦ USA: 24%; Other regions: 22%.​

◦ Japan: the smallest slice, around 8%.​

• Profit gain​

◦ Shippers and roasters: take the majority of profit (about 55%).​

◦ Retailers: roughly 15%.​

◦ Growers, exporters and producers: together receive only about 30%, with producers 

and exporters each at 5%.​

Step 2 | Mindmap for Band 9 Response​

• Thesis statement​



◦ Overall description of the three charts + mention of major imbalances.​

• Body Paragraph 1 – Production vs Consumption

◦ Production concentrated in South Africa and a few other regions.​

◦ Consumption dominated by Europe and the USA, not by producing areas.​

• Body Paragraph 2 – Profit Distribution​

◦ Most profit captured by shippers/roasters and retailers.​

◦ Producers and growers receive relatively little despite their role in production.​

• Conclusion​

◦ Restate the imbalance between where coffee is produced, consumed and where profit 

goes.​

2.3 Band 9 Sample Answer​

The three pie charts compare global patterns of coffee production and consumption and show 

how profits from coffee sales are distributed. Overall, coffee is largely produced in one main 

region but mostly consumed elsewhere, and the greatest share of profit goes to 

intermediaries rather than to the original producers.​

In terms of production, South Africa is by far the most important source of coffee, accounting 

for 47% of total output. Much smaller but still notable proportions come from Europe, South 

East Asia and Oceania, with figures of 19%, 13% and 16% respectively. Japan, by contrast, 

contributes only 1% of global production.​

Consumption, however, is dominated by Europe, which is responsible for 44% of worldwide 

intake. The USA accounts for 24%, while other regions together make up 22%. Japan again 

represents the smallest segment, at about 8%. This contrast shows that the main consumers are 

not the same as the main producers and therefore rely heavily on imports.​

The distribution of profit is even more uneven. Shippers and roasters gain the dominant 

share, at around 55% of the total, while retailers receive a further 15%. By comparison, growers

 earn only 10%, and exporters and producers each receive just 5%. Taken together, those who 

cultivate and supply the raw coffee beans obtain only a minority of the overall profit.​

In summary, the charts highlight a clear imbalance: coffee is grown mainly in producing regions 

such as South Africa, yet it is consumed and profited from largely in importing markets, where 

companies involved in processing and selling the product capture most of the financial gains.​

 (~190 words)​



2.4 How Students Can Use This Sample​

✅ Step 1 – Copy the structure​

 For any IELTS Writing Task 1 pie chart question, follow this structure:​

1. Introduction – paraphrase the task statement.​

2. Overview – 1–2 sentences covering the main patterns (largest and smallest shares, obvious 

contrasts between charts).​

3. Body 1 – describe and compare the first one or two charts (e.g. production vs consumption).​

4. Body 2 – describe the remaining chart(s), highlighting any contrast with the first charts (e.g. 

profit vs production).​

✅ Step 2 – Steal useful phrases​

 Underline and reuse phrases like:​

• accounts for just under half, dominant share, tiny fraction​

• consumption is dominated by, by contrast, represents the smallest segment​

• the distribution of profit is even more uneven, a small minority of profits​

✅ Step 3 – Swap in new data​

 When practising other IELTS pie chart essays:​

• Keep the paragraph plan and sentence frames.​

• Replace the region names and percentages.​

• Adjust only a few words (e.g. students / age groups / energy sources instead of coffee 

regions).​

3. Writing Tips for IELTS Pie Chart Essays​

3.1 Task Response​

• Always include an overview focusing on:​

◦ which categories have the largest and smallest shares, and​

◦ any clear contrast between charts (e.g. production vs profit).​

• Do not list every single percentage; select the most important figures.​

3.2 Coherence & Cohesion​

• Group logically:​

◦ one paragraph for production vs consumption,​



◦ another for profit distribution.​

• Use comparison linkers: while, whereas, in contrast, on the other hand, by comparison.​

3.3 Language Use​

• Use approximation for readability: about, around, roughly, just under / over.​

• Use comparative and superlative forms accurately: greater than, slightly lower, the highest 

share, the smallest proportion.​

• Mix simple and complex sentences:​

◦ Europe has the largest share of consumption.​

◦ Although South Africa dominates production, it receives only a small portion of the 

profit.​

3.4 Data Selection​

• Prioritise:​

◦ the biggest slices,​

◦ the smallest slices,​

◦ and clear similarities or differences between charts.​

• Combine data:​

◦ Together, shippers, roasters and retailers earn around 70% of the profit.​

3.5 Exam Technique​

• Spend the first 2–3 minutes identifying:

◦ which segments are largest / smallest,​

◦ how the charts relate to each other.​

• Aim for 160–190 words for your IELTS pie chart answer.​

• Reserve 1 minute to check:​

◦ percentages written correctly (e.g. 44%),​

◦ comparative structures,​

◦ spelling of region names.​

3.1 Practise IELTS Writing Task 1 with Lingoleap​

If you would like to practise IELTS Writing Task 1 -2 with instant AI feedback, you can use 

Lingoleap, an AI-powered platform designed for IELTS and TOEFL learners.​

On Lingoleap’s IELTS page, you can:​



• generate and practise Writing Task 1 and Task 2 questions​

• get AI scoring and corrections on your essays, including feedback on task response, 

coherence, vocabulary and grammar​

• build your own bank of sample answers and vocabulary for different IELTS topics​

• combine writing practice with integrated speaking, reading and listening tools​

 ​

💻 Website: https://lingoleap.ai/ielts​

https://lingoleap.ai/ielts





